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Social Studies  
We have started our Colonies Unit! The students will be 
learning about the economy, natural resources, climate, 
geography, and daily life in the 3 colonial regions. We have 
done case studies on Jamestown and the Lost Colony of 
Roanoke. The students were able to decide what they 
think happened to the 
Roanoke colonists using 
historical  evidence.  Our 
next case study will be on the 
Pilgrims and the Plymouth 
Colony. We are reading a story 
called Rush Revere and the Brave 
Pilgrims to really dive into their 
adventure and life in the New 
World. The Colonies Unit sets 
the kids up for the American 
Revolution Unit, where they learn about the political 
differences and how the United States was eventually 
created through war and conflict with the British.
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Science 

Your young scientist has finished 
learning about plants and now will 

focus on the human body.  
Currently we are learning about the 

skeletal/muscular system and will 
continue to explore other systems 

including the digestive, circulatory, 
respiratory, etc.  Please continue to 

collect “junk” for the Junk Person 
project that is due in the middle of 

January.  If you have any questions 
about the project, please call or email 

me at 665-6778 or 
lplano@garfieldre2.net.

Riddle: What can “eat” a lot of iron 
and never get sick?

Answer: Rust
Have a wonderful winter break!

5TH GRADE 
WE CAN, WE WILL 

Be Kind | Be Safe | Be Responsible 
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Upcoming dates and events: 

1.December 11-12: Penguin Patch

2.December 12: 3rd Grade Musical at 2:35 - 

Performance in the evening

3.December 19: All School Caroling in the gym at 

2:30 - Holiday Parties at 3:00

4. December 21-January 5: Christmas Break
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Math  

This month we are using all of the 
skills we have learned to solve more 
complex and larger problems. For 
example, in multiplication we are 
now multiplying two-digit and 
three-digit numbers. We are also 
practicing the U.S. Standard 
Algorithm. We are dividing three-
digit numbers using the partial 
quotient method. Remember that 
homework is due on Mondays and is 
usually just a page or two for the 
entire week. There are also 
homework helpers available if you 
or your child need help. Just ask 
your child to bring one home. As 
always, feel free to reach out if you 
have any questions or concerns.

Reading and Writing 

We have started a new story 
called Real-Life Superheroes, 
where the students learn about 
historical figures who stood up 
for what they believed in to stop 
an injustice in the world. We will 
also be reading books called the 
Great Migration and Angel Island. 
The theme of injustice is still a 
major part of this unit and the 
students get to discover the 
amazing things people have done 
in their lives to make a 
difference. In writing, we have 
already practiced informative 
and opinion writing. We are now 
transitioning to narrative 
writing, where the students will 
get to explore the world of 
fiction and how to be authors of 
their very own stories. They have 
wonderful imaginations! Ask you 
student about the real-life 
superheroes or their narrative 
writing. 


